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ADVERTISEMENT. 
HE favorable reception given to the firft edi- 
‘tion of this pamphlet, together with the author’s 

ardent defire, to promote an extenfive knowledge of 
the real principles and practice of the methodifts; in 
order to put fome ftop to the prevailing errors of this 
growing fe& 3 are the motives of publifhing a large 
impreffion of this edititon; in which the public will 
have the fatisfaétion of finding that what is laid to 
the charge of thefe religious politicians, does not de- 
pend folely on the veracity of the author, but has 
in part been acknowledged ; 3 in print, by the rever- 
‘end Mr. Romaine, (fince the publication of our firft 
edition) under the title of twelve difcourfes on Solo- 
mon’s fong, preached at St. Dunftan’s in the Weft 
——whoever perufes thefe fermons with impartiality 
and candour, will foon be convinced of the utility of 
‘our defign, in expofing to public view, the now pre- 
‘yailing errors of methodifm ; 3; and will eafily difcern 
the moft ftriking fcenes of fpiritual pride, prefumption 
and /ophifiry. But leaft thefe fermons fhould efcape the 
notice of fome of my readers who may not chufe to 
fubmit to the painful drudgery of going through a whole 
volume of enthufiaftic rant, and endlefs tautology, thinly 
-jnterfperfed with real inftruction, or good fenfe I 
have felected fuch paffages, as ferve to fupport the feveral 
charges Ihave brought againft enthufiafts in gene- 
yal: which I have inferted in their proper places 
‘throughout this edition. I am now to acquaint the 
public, that I bear no malice againft Mr. Romaine, 
nor any other methodift preacher ; and am very fat 


from 
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from deferving the character he has given me of be~ 
ing his bitter enemy; and open perfecutor *: for 
could I once be perfuaded ‘that he had a divine au- 
thority to damn all but methodifts, I would not hefi- 
tate a moment about being his difciple: but ’till lam 
convinced of this, I fhall think myfelf as much un- 
der the dire&tion of providence while I am reproving 
him, as he confidently afferts he is, while he is abuf- 


ing me for my kind admonitions to him; and my dif-. 


interefted love to mankind, in endeavouring to lead 
them out of the gloomy wildernefs of fuperftition and 
enthufiafm, into the bright paths of reafon, huma- 
nity, and virtue. The iin reader, will remem- 
ber that in the firft edition of this pamphlet; I Jaid 
my charge in general ; and did not particularly point 
out any one enthufiaft, fo as to make it impoffible 
to miftake the perfon I meant : however Mr. Romaine 
has thought proper not only to find out his own cha~ 
acter ; but bitterly to inveigh againft me for giving 
it a place in my pamphlet: thereby in a great mea- 
fure confefling his guilt ; and leaving me fully at 1,- 
_berty to point out in this edition, the particular parts 
which belong to this gentleman; and to corrobate the 
truth of them, by {uch quotations from his fermons, 
as may eftablifh my yeracity as an author; and my 
candor as a chriftian. 


ee . ° . 
* Preface ta Romaine’s twelve difcourfes, 


POR eA Ca 
FEMOK™ MON G the various ble ings 
— AY we enjoy as Englifhmen, and 
ARSE which give us a pre-eminence, 
over all other nations in the known 
world, the liberty of the prefs muft be 
acknowledged one of the chief enjoy- 
ments we have to boaft of ; it may be 
called the firmeft fecurity, if not. the — 
foundation of all other liberty ; and ‘¥ 
dare venture to affirm, that no-inno- 
vation in government can poflibly take 
, place while this grand bulkwark of our 
A » lives 
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lives and fortunes openly fubfifts — 
Let it then be remembered with grati- 
tude, and to the immortal honour of the 
Wuftrious houfe of Hanover, - that. not 
the leaft encroachment has been made, 
on this invaluable blefling, during the 
mild and gracious adminiftration of his 
prefent majefty, or that of his royal 
father ; and notwithftanding the heavy 
complaints we are continually making 
of yenality and corruption, it has never 
“yet been in the power of a minifter, to 
ftop the current of publication, ‘nor. has 
the arm of authority been lifted to pun- 
ifh any public writer, except he abufed 
this glorious privilege, by proftituting it 
to the bafe defigns of blafphemy, trea- 
fon, or abandoned . lewdnefs. Even 
perfonal abufe of the great, conveyed 
in the meaneft and moft fcurrilous 
terms has efcaped unnoticed ; and every 
public tranfaction, has been quietly {uf- 
fered to undergo the {crutiny of the vileft 
of the Grub-ftreet’ race. Witnefs the 

a oP ee low, 
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Tow; unmeaning ‘witticifms, impertinent 
queries, and ftupid ‘remarks, lately. pub- 
lithed, on the affairs of the nation, 
In: other countries our liberty of the. 
prefs,’ is greatly inveighed againft on 
account of {uch produétions, but God 
forbid, we fhould inftitute a remedy 
worfe. than the difeafe, and fubjeQ every 
author to the partiality of an imprima- 
tur, or the dread: of a Baftile: if this 
was to be the cafe, how many valuable 

productions would be buried in oblivion 
for reafons of ftate by the former; and 
how many good authors would be de- 
terred by the latter, from inftru@ting 
and entertaining. their countrymen ! ‘the 
enthufiatt might then unnoticed, deal 
out damnation from the pulpit, for the: 
dread of the Baftile, or a more infernal: 
Inquifition, would filence all oppofi- 
tion, Ifhould not then ftand up in de- 
fence of the powers of reafon in matters 
of religion, or endeavour to diffuade the 
unwary from being caught in the fnares 
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of religious politicians: a people wha 
had fo far loft their liberty as to fub- 
mit. to thefe tyrannical impofitions, 
would, not be worth reclaiming : but 
thanks’ be to God,} far otherwife 1g 
the cafe. at prefent with you my country- 
men;and therefore I thall with free- 
dom addrefs ‘myfelf to you in the fol- 
lowing pages, on a religious enormity; 
which has lately got to fuch a height, 
that it calls aloud for the pen of fome 
able writer to put a ftop to its rapid pro- 
grefs, and prevent its baleful influence. 
I mean the modern practice of fome di- 
vines, who preach eternal damnation, 
with ‘as much eagernefs and induftry, as 
their heavenly mafter, when on earth, 
preached falvation; and who make no 
{cruple publickly to declare, that unlefs 
you believe in Chritt according to the 
‘fingular principles of methodifm, you 
mutt infallibly die, and be damned. 


~ Thefe 


~Thefe words:'I Have Bad thundered 
in my ears every time I oe aaa 
once eloquent and fenfible preacher: 
thefe are the words that gave rife to this 
publication, and:T- fhall think myfelf ex- 
tremely happy, if my weak éndeavours 
to ferve the-caufe of true religion, fhould 
excite fome able writer to prove;that thefe 
men are not the'trae difciplés of <Chritt 3 
and that they aré by ho: means intitled 
to the-character of being Chrif¥s-ambafe 
fadors here on earth, For my own: part, I 

aall_ content myfelf with offering ‘to 
the public my fentiments: on: this per- 
nicious method of preaching;: and I 
heartily with I may fo far fuccéed;. as 
to leffien the number of their devotees, 
and -confequently their falaries ; for I am 
convinced that worldly intereft j Is at the 
bottom of their enthufiaftic declama- 


* He was once reckoned a learned, and a good 


man; but now he can bear to be called a mad= 
‘man, anda fool, R 


-e’s fermons, p. 47. 
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tions; and that all their proceedings 

. - . . O= 
are i continued feries of religious p 


licy. 


I da dow ts apologize for the te of 
this pamphlet *, which fome may think 


extremely improper and rude; but my 


teafon for it was, that I might induce 
the fine gentlemen of the age to aes 
it, and furprize them into the reading of 
a pamphlet on a religious fubject, by 
this abrute title page, which bears ee 
a ftrong tefemblance to their favourite 


expreffions © in. common converfation : 
had I intitled it, enthufiafin or meth- 


din difplayed; the very notion of a 


* The firft edition was publithed with the title 
of Die and be Damned, only ; 
with which it has been received 
ous piece; 


but the candour 
> €Ven as a religi- 


and the recommendation of feveral 
worthy gentlemen, who th 


extenfively ufeful] 
fome of the delud 
duced the author 


ought it might be more 
» and more likely to be read, bye 
ed methodifts themfelves, has in~ 

to put a filler tide, 


{piritual 
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fpiritual treatife would have difeufted 
them, and my little produGtion would 
never have found its Way into the cata 
logues of the polite cofee-houfes <. but, 
while under this concife title, a general, 
a minifter of ftate, a chief magiftrate, 
or even a player, may be hinted at: j¢ 
is poflible it may be bought ‘out of cu- 
riofity, and read for ‘want of other em- 
ployment, or, as the French call it pour 


paffer le tems: with the public, I may 
ftand excufed for this title, 


as it is, in — 
fat, the very expreffion taken from the 
mouth of one who is called:a preacher 


of righteoufnef. 


I have only to add, that as the laws 
of the land moft prudently forbid the 
difturbing a minifter in his pulpit; and 
we are thereby obliged to hear all ab- 


furdities patiently, the prefs is the only 


proper means of publithing our objec- 
tions to them; and where thefe abfar- 
_ dities affect the public, it is hoped they } 


will 
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will excufe the man, who; with ‘an ho- - 
neft intention expofes, them, tho’ he is 
— guilty of, vinelegance of expreflion, ‘and 18 
unable to ftand the teft of literary criti< 
cifm 5 and will look upon the following 
pages in the light of a friendly letters 
which may contain fomething of utility 
and information, though not conveyed 
in that neceflary. form Stl order, which 
is ebierned by thofe who are profefied 
{cholats, . 
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FRR HEN the chriftian religion was 
Se Ww sy irft promulgated, I think it can- 
SPOR not be difputed that it was taught 
_ In its greateft purity and fimplicity ; and as 
dt was not to be confined to that age and 
country alone wherein it was frit publifh- - 
ed, it “became “‘neceflary to lay a proper 
foundation for tranfmitting it down to the 


Jateft pofterity,in the fame purity and fim- 


plicity in which it was firft delivered: by its 
heavenly founder. Oral tradition. could 
never have anfwered this valuable purpote : 
awe know how fubjeét it has ever been to 

Biase, impurities 
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impurities and abfurdities ; it was therefore. 
neceflary that thofe who had been witnefles 
of our Saviour’s exemplary life, his merito- 
rious death, his glorious refurrection and 
afcention, fhould record thefe wonderful 
facts in writings, which might be copied, 
and tranflations made into the different 
languages, of that part.of the known world 
which then embraced chriftianity, and 
from them be handed down to remoteft 
ages. a j nwt. : 

For this valuable end the evangelifts and 

apoftles wrote; and thefe writings or {crip- 
tures. we ofthis nation at prefent enjoy ‘in 
their egrcateft purity, in which the terms of 
our falvation are {0 clearly laid down, and 
our duty. as chriftians {0 obvious, that he 
that runneth may read ; they are intelligi- 
ble to the, meaneft Capacity, and want no 
forced interpretations, nor {cholaftic refine- 
anents to teach the great duties of a chrifti- 
an life. What then can have given rife to 
fo many difputes, quarrels, and. wars, which 
have difgraced. fome of the principal profef- 
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forsjand teachers’ of chriftianity, from: the 
age. ofthe apoftles to the prefent times ? 
St. Peter has told us:-the unftable and un- 
learned, fays ‘he; wrett thefe as'they'do all 
other {criptutes}; to their owivdeftru@ion. » 


- This they-begansto do-in his:time, -this 
practice they have continued ‘ever fince 3 
and_ had the apoftle lived to our day ang: 
nation, he could not: have given ia’ more! 
accurate defcription of the prevailing-difpox 
fition of fome of our fpiritual onides.: It is 
to be feared they wreft the {criptutes, not 
only to their own deftruGion,» but® to that: 
of many thoufands 5. at leaft; to all human: 
appearance ; but who dare fet limits to the» 
tender mercies of heaven. 


It is owing to this falfe interpretation 6f 
feripture to ferve the particular purpofes of 
fome of the profeffors of chriftianity, that: 
this. pure, this holy religion, has afflumed, a? 
different fhape in almoft every country 
’ where it has been propagated ; to this we 
owe the perverting the fenfé of the mo’ 

2 fd RoR 2% obvious 
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obvious and-cafy texts of {cripture, to-ferve 
the purpofes. of idolatry; fuperftition; and 
cruelty, in fome countries,'and of unchari~ 
tablenefs in. others. ~How.:many. pafiages 
of holy writ will not the:catholic point ‘out? 
to fupport the authority and infallibility of 
the Pope, and from the: fame pure foun- 
tains will he not draw the bloody water off 
perfecution? will he not quote ‘authority 
from. feripture, to cannonize> and .adore! 
men of» like. infirmities’ with ourfelves?’ 
nay, will he not make ufe of the miracles! 
wrought by our Saviour and» his apoftles- to! 
fupport all the frauds and impofitions prac 
tifed to infnare the. credulous: in. popifly 
cOMNtries Pi 2) => order 2Gd-- face 
Every fe& of religion arm their preten- 
fions to fuperior reétitide with texts Jof 
fcripture ; and ‘it often: happens that!the: 
fame paflages are ufed to fupport tenets as: 
oppofite to each other, as light to darknefs. : 
‘ Having thus mentioned fome of the mo=* 
tuves of wrefting the {criptures, firch as theo 
Mee at making 
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ity than the writings of its enemies,’ we 
fhall have little reafon to accufe the infidelity - 
of the prefent age with fo much warmth: 
from. the pulpit ~as.. the caufe-of ‘the cool 
reception: chriftianity meets with athoneft 
people of high rank and education’: "And 
we fhall’ ftill have the le& ‘teafon for this 
groundlefs charge, if what.an eminent and: 
univerfally admired writer’ * has faid,~ be 
true, * that infidelity is not the charaéteriftic 
“of this age ; and that the works ofa late 
_* Dr. Browne in his eftimate of the manners and, 
principles of the times. Peas 


noble 
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« noble. Jord, -tho’ fraught with ;the very. 
€ marrow. ‘ef. infidelity were not badly re=. 
‘ cecived ? But divines, will ever differ in opi~ 
nion, and. though this eminent docter, tells: 
us, « : ‘that this, a age is not, deep in fpecula-, 
© tions. “of ‘infidelity,’ if you attend on fome, ’ 
_ preachers, you will hear of nothing but the 
infidelity | of | the good, people of England ; 
and. will be told that all our misfortunes, 
“public or private are owing to our living ina 
flate. of infidelity : Lufe their own words * : 
‘ that nothing, but the thin vital air which 
“We breath, feparates us from eternal dam- 


= The author of this pamphlet, cannot write fhort 
hand ‘and theréfore depended on his memory for this 
paflage,: which was printed’ as exact as he could recol-- 
le&t it, from Mr. Romaine’s own mouth, as delivered 
in the pulpit: But for the fatisfaction, of the curious, 
the real paflage as it ftands in Mr. Romaine’s fermons, 
jaft printed, P- 51; is here: inferted, “ fhall you who 
fly with eager hafte from temporal danger, be’ ealy ; 
and carelefs, while the almighty God is your enemy ; 
and he may this moment come and get glory. to all his 
attributes. by your everlafting deftruation ? Can you 
think yourfelves fecure in this cafe, while there is only 
this little light vapour in your noftrils between “you: 
and ‘hell’? : 


s nation, 
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€ nation,” and that unlefs We come- un 
© Chrift Jefus immediately, we {1 
© and be damned. 


giving it the harfh name of infidelity, 

Ever fince the reformation we have been 
clearing chriftianity from that cloud of fu- 
perftition and error which the Romi 


th clergy 
had ‘thrown over % 3 and in this glorious 


undertaking we have asa nation hitherto 
fucceeded, and eftablithed a church; in 
which the rites and ceremonies of the chri- 
{tian religion, as well as its doctrines feem to 
be preferved in that purity and fimplicity ia 
which they were frit taught and obferved, 
and moft agreeable to the plain impartial 
; interpretation of {cripture, ; 


) 203 DE Satie 


* 


(6 ) 


“Were we to ftop here we 2 fhould do well, 
and fhould have no room to complain of 
fo many different {ects of chriftians, fome of 
them filling our very fields and barns with 
unlearned and unftable teachers, ‘fpreading 
confufion and error throughout the land. 
* Thefe men under a pretence of further re- 
formation, refine away the very fenfe of 
fcripture ; and inftead of a pure and holy 
religion, have rendered chriftianity, an un- 
intelligible jargon of enthufiaftic myfteries *, 


ae 


Mr., Romaine fpeaking of the Godhead; p. 153, 
- thus explains the dotrine of the trinity. ‘¢.Ofhis ef- 
fence, of his perfonality, and of the office of the divine 
perfons in the ceconomy of the covenant, God has fet 
before our'eyes, in the agency of nature a lively pic- 
ture; for the grand agent in nature is the air, which 
is one eflence, whether it be rarefied to its {mal- 
left parts in the aétion of.fire at the orb of the 
fun, or fent out in light, or returned in grofs air to 
maintain and carry on this ation of fire at the orb of 
the fun, in which foever of thefé three diftin& Opera- 
tions it be employed, it is fill air; and accordingly 
this unity of its effence, and diftinction . of its three- 
fold agency, i is declared in {ctipture 1 to be the inftituted 
type,in which we are to read the unity of the divine 
‘ellence, and the offices of the three divine perfons ;” 3 


SOON ee again 
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¥ In former ages ‘it was reckoned a labour 
of much ftudy and learning to be able to 
give. a juft and inftruétive explanation of 
{cripture : in.our day every difciple of thefe 
fectaries not only throws a new light on dif. 
ficult paflages, but tells you with the utmoft 
confidence, that unlefs you believe in them, 
| according to his interpretation,. ‘ you are in 

£ a ftate of damnation.’ 
What can be the motives of their teach- 
_ ers for differing from the eftablithed church, 
and erecting f{pacious edifices, capable of 
ee 
again, P+ 154, coTe pleated the father to get glory to the 
divine juftice and holinefs by demanding fatisfaGtion for 


~fin,--he was the avenger of fin, 


and therefore air in the 
-aétion of fire is his emblem. 


It pleafed the fon to get 
glory to the divine love and mercy, by paying this fatis- 
fa€tion, and therefore his conftant name is light. And 
‘it pleafed the eternal fpirit to get glory to all thedivine 
‘attributes by infpiring dead finners with a defire to be 
raifed to newnefs of life,-and then by 


breathing it into 
‘their fouls, and cary 


ying it on through the life of grace 
-until he bring them to the life of glory, 


and there- 
fore he knows no other name in {cripture than {pirit or 


air in motion,” ; aes 
ce S holding 
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holding fuch vat congregations? Is it pure 
and unbiafted love for mankind ? Is it a de- 
fite to fettle chriftianity on a more fure and 
lafting foundation than itis at prefent 2 Or is 
it barely to recommend it with uncommon 
- fervour and zeal? Surely they cannot lay 
claim to any of thefe motives ; if they do, 
what muft they think of the whole body of 
the clergy ? Do not they thew a’ regard to ’ 
the welfare of mankind and the propagation 
of chriftianity ? Are there not a fuflicient 
number of them labouring inthe vineyard ? 
~Donot they endeavour to fettle the chriftian 
religion on a fure foundation ? Are not their 
focieties for propagating the gofpel in foreign 
parts; and the inftrudtions given in the cha- 
tity {chools at home a fufficient proof that 
they ufe their utmoft endeavours to tranfmit 
‘our holy religion in its native purity to po- 
fterity? Do not they in general recommend 
it from their pulpits with a becoming zeal 
and fervor? They do. But it is with de- 
-cency and modefty, not enforcing it with 
7 damnation at the end of every fentence, but 
r eferring judgment and condemnation, with: 
‘5 : St, 


: ( 19 ) m 
St: Paul, to the coming of the Lord, who 
will bring to light the ee things of darle= 
nefs, and make manifeft the counfels of the 
heart.’ If therefore none.of thefe laudable 
purpotes engage them to congregate fuch: 
multitudes, we mutt conclude that either 
ambition or jntereft is at the bottom. of their 
extraordinary preachments. 1 know they 
will totally difclaim the latter, and even 
ftart at the charge, for they will tell you that 
they do not irate after church preferment 
thereby to enrich themfelves ; butin anfwer 
to this, give me leave ‘to conjeé cure - that 
there are many ways of being paid for their 
extraordinary fervices, perhaps. adequate to 
the moft valuable benefices ; and that aneg- 
ligent and carelef§ air about temporal con- 
cerns, and an affected diftegard of decency 


in apparel, do not always ‘denote poverty 
and abtemioutnels, 


There is a fecret pride i in fome men’s ap- 
parent humility ; ; and it is often found. that 
great wealth and a mean perfonal appear- 
ance aré not incompatable; and until it can 
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be proved that thefe over righteous teachers 
are not amaffing riches by contributions 
from. their difciples, I thall not readily acs 
quit them of the charge of ican ou 


intereft 4 in their view. 


to the alec feat of his. ioe and mafter, 
and pafles fentence of damnation on the, ad~ 
miring croud, has lately aflumed the exter- 


. nal appearance of indigence. I fappofe he has | 


altered his opinion, and. now thinks that a 
{pruce appearance is not confiftent with the 
humility of the gofpel. Let not him who 
is fo remarkably uncharitable as to damn 


~ mankind by wholefale, wonder at my fuf- - 


_pecting that worldly intereft is his aim; 
my accufation amounts only. to fufpicion 5 


his fentences of damnation are always pe- 


: remptory ; ; and often fatal. 


Since then I fave thewh ‘Hat te. 4s not 
improbable, but that fome of thefe teachers 
may be influenced by felf-intereft, and ha- 
ue no extraordinary talents to recommend 

; them 
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them to church  preferment, may have 
found this method of preaching anfwer their 
purpofe aswell: let us.wave our further 
opinion on this. head, and proceed to ex- 
amine -how far ambition may be the caufe 
of their fowing the: feeds of: entra aniong 
chriftians — oe ae at 2 


: TA are two forts of ambition, worldly 
and Spiritual. Their. prefumption -and-felf 
conceit deprives them of all hopes of grati- 
fying the former; but. is: the very founda- 
tion of their poflefling the higheft enjoy- 
ments of the latter ; ; and I-make no doubt 
but that there is more pr ide in the heart of 
him who has founded a tabernacle, than 
in his, whofe modeft merit has raifed him. to 
- an epifcopal fee. Self-conceit and prefamp- 
tion * I chufe to diftinguith as the grand 
characteriftics of fpiritual pride: thefe are 


ie * It is one of the offices of the wifdom that is from 2 
above, to underftand a parable and the i interpretation = 
- thereof I have endeavoured to give you. the. ine . 
terprepation of one of the fweeteft of all the divine 
‘parables, Romaine’s fermons, p. 19. — aa 
os the 
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the ifteps:-by. which’ they afcend the ladder 
of {piritual ambition;. and gain the fummit 
of their. grandeur,. which -is an- extenfive 


quired by them. ‘Self-conceit whifpers in 
their Gars that they are better men and bet- ~~ 
ter chriftians than their brethren : —— that 
they fare felected fhepherds to feed the 
flock of Chrift, hence: they ‘begin to dive 
into feripture for paflages which they wrelt 
in favour of their terrific form of preaching - 
the gofpel, and as fear is ever predominant 
in weak minds,’ they endeavour to produce 
vouchers from holy writ to terrify the igno-= 
rant into the belief of their particular fyf- 
tems, making: their appeals to the paffion 
of fear, inftead of endeavouring to implant 
in-the minds of men a love of true religion, 
and a lively faith in Chrift, by mild perfef- 
fwves and the cool :dictates of reafon and a¥- — 
gument : thefe’will not ferve their particu- 
dar purpofes ; they are confcious that the 
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generality of the cleré @y teach the gofpel 3 in} 
.’ this laudable manner ;'and therefore if. they 

only join in the fie common method 

there ‘will be no opportunity of diftinguith- 

ing themfelves, nor any: pretence for {Sting 

themfelves up’ as the’ lights of “the wretld: 


and the only infallible guides to eternal fal- 


vation. 

It is the bufinefs then ‘of every founder 
of any new fect of chriftians int this king- 
dom, to endeavour to find out fome defeet 
in the manner of preaching, and in’ the 
mode of worfhip practifed by the regular 
clergy; hence calumny, and falfe accufa- 
tion, branding the charatters of our moft 
eminent divines with negligence and inat- 
tention to the great duties of their office, 
and the moft impudent and unlimited 
charges againft the laity in general, for 
atheifm and infidelity, at the very time they 
are joining in the public worfhip of the 

rch, and therefore aflenting to the truth 
of the ‘chriftian religion. Would it ‘not 
fhock any foreigner, who undetftood our 


jan guage, 
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language, to hear a preacher, i in, a chriftian 


congregation, tell his audience, “ . That 
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they are a fet of infidels, that their at- 
tendance on the public worfhip of God, 
and their living in the exacteft obferva- 
tion of all moral virtues, are but fhining 
fins in the fight of God, unlefs they come 
unto Chrift, and wath themfelves in the 
blood of the Lamb? would he not be 
further furprifed to hear another of thefe 
zealous preachers, tell you, that the ma- 
jority-of this great and flourifhing king- 
dom live without Chrift in their hearts : 
are deaf. to his awakening calls delivered 
by thefe his righteous minifters, and flum- 
ber.on in their fins,, aGing all manner of 
abominations, and eagerly purfuing ¢eter- 
nal damnation, that in this, fituation, 
their wives, their children, their ' eftates 
and effects are given them for a curfe 5 
that they had better part with them all, 
than want that zrward hight and grace in 
their hearts, without which there’ 1s no 
going to heaven: that the flrait, gate that 
SS ends to eternal happiness is, too. narrow 
£° fon 


( 25 ) 
for fpléndid i divaoes, and gaudy appa- 
«e yel, and all the pofleffors of thefe muft - 
go’ into outer darknefs?” ‘Thefe and 
faith: like low and unmanly ‘expreffions 
make up great part of their fermons, ‘cal- 
culated to infpite vulgar ‘minds,* with a 
great veneration for the preacher, and an 
utter contempt of all perfons of rank and 
fortune, i in comparifon of whom they think 
theméelves faints on earth. - Having fuc- 
ceeded thus far, the enthufiaftic preacher 
fecures them to himfelf, by expatiating on 
the heinoufnefs of apoftatizing from him, 
by enlarging on the great and meritorious . 
fufferings he has undergone for the fake of 
their fouls, and from preaching on’the pat 
fion of our Saviour, makes an eafy (though 
impious) tranfition to his own indefatiga- 
ble fervices, tells them what revilings and 
buffetings he has met with ; how hard he 
has laboured in the vineyard of Chrift, how — 
he has ftruggled: for the prefervation of | 
their precious fouls; and thus with ‘the 
moft powerful vociferation, and enthufiaftic 
watinth, he works on the paffions of the 
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gaping. multidue; till “he whole congrepas 
tion refounds, with fobs arid fighs ; and {pir 
Hitual groanings, | which he receives. as. in- 
cenfe offered to his faperior. piety and. sa 
cellence ; ee and, j in the waririth of his.i imas 
gination, ¢ conceits himéelf to-bé fa lef than 
the, great. apoftle to the gentiles,, of perhaps 
a degree above him. Thus he gratifies his 


Spiritual pride, and holds i in contempt alf 


the becoming Mignities, of. the eftablithed 
ghurch,; and, in this elevated {tation of his 
own making, he does. not confine himfelf 
to exhortations and edifications, bat deals 


f in denungiations of wrath: and eternal dam 


ation, and, affumes as. ‘much arbitrary 
Power; over. the confciences of . men . (by 


_ Means, of, thefe engines of: terror) as any 


bars 


fitong of Rome whatever. : 

porine ugpighe, and Peat deen 
gan who Segularly performs; the duties of 
this office.in his church, is forced:to preach” 
to.very. thin congregations ; for moft of. the 
-poorer fort, fervants efpecially, are not con~ 
Hent. to: hear found morality, and the pure: 
Salons cj dotrine: 
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doGtine of -chritiznity ae “thei” “patify 
ehuiches, they mut tun after every popus 
Jar enthufiaft, who ‘rails at their fuperiors) 
‘and “tells ‘them “i? He is conimiffioned té 
*€ edt] them to an adoption in Chrift, tobé 
@ his elect, and-to’ make them tich indeed, 
*¢ and make them fat better men ‘than thei 
_ © worldly mafters :” to him therefore they 
bow and cringe, and by him they. are ‘taucht 
'to believe fuch an ihftantaneous Converfion 
‘worked in their fouls, ‘that they are rége- 
nerate, quite new cfeaturés, ‘and’ that all 
the reft of mankind are mere drofs, except 
thofe of the fathe perfuafion, « a ae 
From this I conjecture they are. led into. 
‘contributions for defraying the expences of 
preaching the gofpel out of the pale of the 
ohurch; and if fo, an unneceflary charge 
is here laid on thofe who might hear the 
gofpel at their own parith churches with- 
out it; but this J fuppofe will be evaded by: 
faying, with their ufval candour, that our 
divines do not take fo much pains to cons 
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vert finners to repentance as they do; * and 
indeed, if the moft nonfenfical harangues, 
devoid of all. form and order, and fome- 
times of decency, is the proper method of 
preaching, and the beft means of conver- 
fion; thefe are the men to follow 5 thefe 
are the only true divines. 


If this fpiritual pride, which I have here 
given a sketch of, has a place in the heart 
of the preacher, it muft be tranfmitted to 
his difciples ; and every man’s experience 
will furnifh him with inftances amongtt his 
acquaintance, of the behaviour of hoe who 
are thus infeed: they contemn all dif 
‘courfes on morality, and the good condu& 
of life: they take it for granted, that the 
world believes them to be compleat obfervers 


' * "Phere are feveral perfons at prefent in our 
church, of great leifure and abilities 3 and is much to 
be withed they would employ them in explaining the 
fong of fongs.’. Preface to Romaine’s difcourfes on 
the fong: he likewife in the fame place didates to 
thefe men of great abilities and leifire what method 
they ought to take in ee its “ 


of 
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of all the focial virtues ; and this they are 


- Jed into by the example of their teachers, 


who fcarce ever touch upon -thefe fubjects 
from the pulpit, either looking upon it as 
beneath the excellence of their! office; or 
concluding that thofe of their own’ perfua- 
fion pay fuch a ftriét regard to the “moral 
law, that, they never: violate any part of it, 
and confequently can. never need admoni- 
tions on that head. This high opinion of 
themfelves, thus tacitly countenanced from 
the pulpit, they carry. into-life,- and build 
on it fuch arrogant. behaviour and infolent 
conduct, as muft amaze and aftonifh every 
man who has the ufe of reafon:. their 
fpeeches are full of contempt of all fuch as 
have not the Zyht within, and all. degrees 
of fubordination to. fuperiors they muft in 
their hearts defpife, becaufe they look upon 
their earthly mafters, relations, and friends, 
as beings far inferior to themfelves, who are 
the elect of the Lord; hence they talk of 
the dread fovereign of heaven and earth 
with the greateft familiarity, and as from 
his own mouth, pafs fentence on every in- 


difcreet 
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difcreet word or action of their neighbours, 
nay urge his authority**for difobedienee “ot “OF 
the et commands of their ee OF 


A -fmall dicdtats will place this in a 
clearer light. ‘‘ Some time fince in'a very 
« popular city of this kingdom, \a’ great 
‘< difturbance arofe about one of the itine= 
«rant, unftable, and unlearned teachers ; 
€ the conteft became warm, and a very 
s¢ worthy general who had the commarid 
* of fome foldiers quartered in the town, 
* prudently gave orders that none of his 
**men fhould-attend this preacher, fearing 
* they fhould be-induced to interfere in the 
fe difpute, ‘and greatly add’ to the ‘diftur. 
« bances ‘already begun: In the evening 
« he was informed. that’ one of his men 
** had difobeyed his orders, he (ent for ‘him, 
** demanded the reafon of his difobedience, 
*€ which he knew might be attended - with 
~ Seifevere military diffipline \. The foldicr 

* fold him that it was true he had order ed | 
‘* him not to attend the preacher, but: that vi 
“ 2 greater commander. had engage? Kim 

“. tO, 


na 


(31) 
to) negle@ his orders, for he feds “prod - 
& mifed God-Almighty to meet him at the 
“ Caftle-hill; to hear his minifter at fix 
“‘rorclock exa@ly: The genera lafked hiny 
* how. often he had. been -at fetmon? To 
fs, which; he replied, but. once before, but 
& had converted. with, the ‘sacher uHCe 
ce in private.” iS ‘ods bop e's 


mts are) a 
VS A : : 


Now fet any... man judge. what anh be 
the pride and prefumption.. of an old difci= 
ples when: a: hew. one could talks thus famis 
lls of the Pelt od rer thefe aid 


aFitn 


vine, he ae ee aoa fadden $e i 
in moral charaéters, let me Not envy, them, 

‘but heartily with them. more: frequent and 
fincere ; for it is. much to be doubted Whe- _ 
ther this method of dealing with: men be 

agreeable to the courfe of divine. providence 
. in: the. works of ature . Or difpenfations. of i 
grace. . Time and. means mutt, be allowed ; 
. for real changes, - : The. feeds of. virtue ioe 
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pefown in’ an ‘inftant, ’ the Sgue aa pes 
ag safe be S Graal. : 
ee T rhe ‘hase within’ qh ‘the’ abibne 
and ‘others “fo frongly” contend for, is an 
inftanceé’ of “great “'prefumtion and- fpiritual 
pride, Wtis'c called by’ fome~of them divine 
infpiration ; and tho’ they are jot able to 
perform any miracles, yet they confidently 
affert' that their teachéts are no lefs infpired 
than’ the apotles, ‘who’ gave fuch evident 
proofs « of their divine comtniffions.' What 
wonder then af thefe teachers (thus infpired ) 

fhould’ ‘affame an ‘atithority ‘to ‘condemn ‘to 
utter perdition, ‘all’ who diffent from them 
in opinion 3 3 ‘or in other words, all’ who are 
not contifbitors to the’ fet, they Hee efta- 
blithed’ sc eis bags 


i434 03 


en, his sb ait ot infpiration, calls 

the’ meaneft and moft illiterate “mechanic to 
- the functions of the’ miniftry, it’ enables him 
to illuftrate the divine ‘myfteries of ‘revela- 
tion ; ‘and ‘at once conftitutes him a fit in- 
ftrument of converting finners to repen- 
‘ tance, . 


OO 
tance, and of preferving and comforting 
thofe who have already experienced the fan 


ving grace, communicated’ to pics ne: this 
inward light. © 


- This infpiration fheves to promote oberg 
tions and contributions for new affemblies: 
in all, parts ofthe town, under the diree> 
tion of thefe’ unlearned and’ unftable. paftors. 

Thus our churches which are conveniently 
and abundantly’ planted i in‘ally parts of the 
metropolis, “are more and- ‘more: deferted) 
and the caufe of ’it unjuftly imputed to the 
profanenefs and wickednefS of the: age, whefi 
at the fame time thoufands and: ten thous 
fands of the deluded multitude, are {o far 
from a total difregard ‘of all religion, that 

they are running in droves ‘after “every: new . 
doétrine ; and readily embracing every pre- 
tended reformation of our holy. religion} 
which it feems is not taught in- the efta- 
blifhed church with fufficient purity-for thofe 
very people, who are on all hands. charged 


as a nation with open profanenefs anda to- 
tal neglect of religion, 


E re 
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The gases: onc: is flowed bya saints 
tudes, and he who is almoft totally « defected, 
equally exclaim againft the impiety: of, ‘the: 
age with the ereatett injuftice ; for it 1s Ow- 
ing to” the fupetlative righteot{nels of; forne 
men, and, their growing:-tited, of the good: 
old difcipline'ofthe eftablifhéd church, ' that, 
the latter!is.deferted, and to:a-timidity and: _ 
unbecoming. diffidence of the fufficiency:of 
‘the ordinary : practice ‘of piety. (which can 
only. be removed by the light. within ,) that 
the former is indebted for the great incréafe 
of his congregation : but that age can never 
be diftinguithed:.for. infidelity and atheifin, 
in which the deepeft errors of fanaticifm pres 
yail; nor that city; wheteiti lectures upon 
leGtures are daily held at all hours and-all 
feafons for-the encouragement and fuppore 
of enthufiaftic rant; and for the miainte= 
nance of every, illiterate torturer of holy writ; 
who thinks proper to leave his ordinary vo- 
tation, (and by the affiftance of the light 
within) to ufurp the authority of Chrift and 
his apoftles.. : 


sit fi "ghee se ae 
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inéaah fo. i audi isthe 35 
Usa that: jute fot ben a. pious ages: 
in which any mechanic who.deems himfelf, 
called to the miniftry by znfpiration, if he is. 
able to pay for licenfing a houfe, opens it as 
a chriftian church, and is fure to have a. 
fufficient number of difciples, either to feed. 
his fpiritual pride, by allowing his call from, 
within, or by contributions to {upport him, 
in-an eafier way of life than his fituation and, 
circu pnitences would otherwife have allowed 
of. Strange effect of credulity i in.a chriftian 
country, a and under the eye of the beft dit 
-ciplined chure h onea arth, that a man fhould 
be deemed an infpired preacher, and fol- 
lowed from. one end of the town to the’ 
others, ‘that cannot {peak ¢ good englith, ‘and 
does not underftand the firtt r udiments of his 
native tongue! Was their infpiration really 
fr om. heaven, certainly that fountain of good~ 
‘nefs from whence flow’d the gift of divers 
_ tongues to the apaftles, would enable thefe 
"preachers to fpeak at leaft in the language 
‘efcommon fenfe, that the learned as well as 
the unlearned, might partake of the benenht 
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of their pious inftructions, and not depart 
from their’ affemblies with:the utmoft hor- 

, thocked” “at ‘men’s preaching the gof- 
wil in thé meaneft and moft indecent man- 
ner, Uline the loweft and moft unmanly, 
and ‘fonetimes the rudeft expreffions, in 
their addieffes to mankind, on the nobleft 
and moft ‘exalted fubject that ever dignified 
the tongue of eloquence ; and if all reir dlers 
of men have an équal claim to the preach- 
_ r’s concern for their immortal fouls, how 
_éareful ought he to be to fpeak in the lan- 

guage of men, who afcends a pulpit in this 

our day, when we make fo much ufe of 
- 6ur: intelleGtual powers, and require resus 
lar arguments to convince us of the truth of 
any doétrine *. 


WANS wii Romaine has very nicely cleared himfelf 
- of the leaft fufpicion of being one of the illiterate 
‘teachers, here metitioned ; for in every page of hig 
‘preface, he takes care to acquaint his readers, that he ‘ 
Js a perfea ctitic in ‘Hebrew; and that our tranflators 
of Solomon’s fongs, were mere dablers in that lan~ 


"guage. 
Our 
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Our Saviour fhewed Rt fame sea dinate ta 
do aéts of mercy ;. for the ric rich, as the poor; 
but thefe his _ pretended difciples,. inftead. of 
drawing’ them to chriftianitys, by the cords 
of love, - openly abufe and, rail at them, and 
even forbid them their places of worthip, if 
they happen to. drop into them hy accident = s 
an excellent method this is of converting 
thofe whofe example might lead, multitudes, 
into the paths of tighteoufnefs, which they 
pretend, to teach the knowledge. of, ass But, 
‘se poor fouls, fay thefe - “chantable aes 
_ and their lay-teachers,. let, them alone, 


tee 


« (meaning the rich) they are going to ne 
** headlong in their fine coaches; and would 

& to. God, Ghey, would:go by themfelves, and 

«© not take their fervants along with. them ; 

¢* but what with. their dining fo late. On: the 

«¢ fabbath, and other diabolical contrivances, 

« the poor fervants are hindered. from at- 

* tending the. words of life, and muit. go to 
hell with their vile matters,” 


Here is fine reafoning, are not thefe. equi- 
fable Ou to men of fuperior birth and 
education ? 


— os 
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[the proper eed 


gentry, and our 
deluded mob ? Certainly no. When a cone 
gregation is affembled, and partly compofed 
of F perfons of rank and fortune, a degree of 
reverence to his fuperiors will guide the mo- 
deft and truly chriftian preacher, and teach 
him more becoming language. The exam- 


ple of our Saviour, who, even when he was 


reviled, reviled not again, will teach him 
more humility than to pronounce : fentence 
of condemnation without authority, | and 
} even without ufing the decent and ne- 
. “ceffary means of amending thofe whom 
they thus inftantaneoufly damn. Yf vul, 
gar and uncharitable expreflions, “if a 
brutal and unrelenting fpirit of damning all 
to Hell, ‘who are not of a particular fect, 
be the effects of the Zght within, may the 
all-wife and infinitely kind Creator of the 
univerfe (who caufeth his fun to fhine, on, 
the juft and the unjuft,) preferve us in our 
happy darknels, and fuffer us not to be led: 
into temptation, by thefe infpired teachers 


cpoees th clam, - 
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— nore be nderitaod: to. OS, 2: 
preacher fhould be athamed to. name fuch 
a: “ile ce as hell beforeia- polite audience; this 
n\extreme nthe) other fide :-I, only 
ead haye it remembered, that. shehe ti is 2 
way of convincing men of the beauty of: ho- 
linefs; and. the: amiablenefe of chriftianity, 
by found: ‘reafon. and! atgument,. aiid-iwhich 
has been practifed with fuccefs, by the moft 
eminent divines i in all agés fince the founda- 
tion of chriftianity,: ae is better adapted to | 
teach. the kind .and’ charitable’ ‘precepts of 
the gofpel; than thisjenthufiaftic: thunder- 


ing out of dantnaieg at. the end of: every 
fentence. Ie 


Be ye wife as ferpents, but barmlefs as 
doves, fays our Saviour ; but are thefe. the 
innocent: doves, ‘who inftru@ men: to. Be 
home, and tell every branch of their fai ‘s 
lies, and perhaps their: whole neighbour. ; 
hood, they are ina ftate of damnation, if 3 
they have not the Light within, or,-in other ~ 
words, if they are not followers of the moft _ 


. diftinguifhed 
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1 diftinguithed enti preachers: Wi ould 
- nof-one.think that’ thefe men had read. our 


Saviour’s® precept: thus: $4 Seem’ ye: inno=. 

$<: ‘cent: -ay doves, but: becvehomous as fer- 
«¢/ pents; > -fince: iwith: their bitter “tongues 
they ‘thus curfe mankind, vand’reprefent ‘the 
Deity: a8'an’ implacable Being, not tobe 
appealed; but by continual: repetitions’ of 
ENE rant, and: aie ae horrid’ ‘bar- 
gree qd dleoott dtiw b fang nosd’esc 


> 
boanp FF ia sep 
. 2 i ryt 
HOt od Oe Til ess f fit 


| Baw mentioned: a lesb raliebin or 
eed infpiration;: ‘give me ‘leave-'to- “ob: 
ferve, that if it is derived’ from heaven, a3 


_ they» vaffert,. ‘whatever experimental “know- 
. Jedge they may have of it within them- 


felves, ‘yet in order to evince reafonable men 
of the truth of this affertion, it will be ne- 
ceffary that it fhould: enable them to work 
fome miracle; and we “have the higheft 
reafori to expeG this from the goodnefs: of 
God, who always afforded this evidence of 
their divine commiffion to his infpired mi- 
nifters, and would certainly give this tefti- 
aac fo our modern enthufiafts, whenever 


ek be tag their 
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their ‘own’ authority failed cof converting 
to Tép on, which 
is the greatendof the chriftian:d; penfation? 
And*if thefesmen were réally the chofer 
priefts of the moft high God, ‘he -woula 
moft- certainly «in” his: great mercy, | give 
fome ftronger tetimony of it°(than. their 
bare affertion to convinee an ‘unbelieving 
age, and not, let eternal falvation he con- 
fined-to.a few feGtaries : fines then no man 
can ‘have any-other’ evidence'of'a ‘preacher’s 


‘infpiration, than miracles, which are the 


natural proofs Of it} eftablithed'by {cripture, 
and’allowed by reafon ; ‘and ‘no fuch evil 
dence has yet appeiired for ‘the diftinguith: 
ed enthufiaftic preachers of out day, let'us 
candidly hope'they are miftaken about this 
intvard ligh?, “iid believe, that it is thé 
effett of a weak deluded iniaginations put 
fed up with a vain conceit of its own impor= 
tance, and apt to fancy every enthufiaftic 
thapfody to be an infpiration from. above: 
I heartily with however, that- interef? or 


ee * ; § “f ‘ x °. . 
ambition May not beat the bottom ‘of this 


pretended infpiration, 1D) celia a 
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.The-modern infidels, Ww who heartily with 
our religion to he falfe,, but,cannot: with. all 
their art prove: it fo, may, réafonably retort 
on) thefe-menj’, that they do;not pretend. to 
prove thejtruth of it s but reft at folely on | 
the light, within, which is the key of. all 
{piritual knowledge —=i ‘and at.oncé: makes 
aqnan ai chtifiian. Gs 
"What. ae “feandal it-is 6 AS that 


pee fhould)-value themfélves. more; ‘upon 
being called, after the name.of any particu- 


lar. fect, than on. the: practice. of thofe du- 
ties, which conttitute , the. character of, a 
good chriftian | ! The queftion i is not now, 
; who is the moft charitable and. devout, who 
js mott i in favour with God and man for un- 
common piety to the one, and univertal 
Jove and benevolence to, the other? But 
who» has received the light : within § 2. Who 
has experienced the wildeft extafies, the 
mot -enthufiaftic | raptures, and. hurried a= 
way by: the» workings of a deluded imagit 
“pation, has-lent the greateft affiftance to- 
wards forwarding the purpofes of defigning 
ve jeer 


(43) | 
pseacliers,: * who want'to catch the eyé, ta 
<ibethe leaders of jects, to-give names.to 
‘smultitudes; to. be admired -or> enriched? 
View the effects of the modern: {pitit called 
by. the falfe name.of divine infpiration. «It 
© alternately fings, -it groans,. it fighs, it 
* weeps, it thunders out damnation, it 
© bawls in tabernacles, it raves in our 
¢ ftreets, it exclaims in our houfes.’ It 
diftinguithes itfelf from the fpirit of truth; 
by its doctrines, sit teaches, for the peace= 
able, charitable, .compafiionate sdiCtates .of 
the holy fpirit of God, the:diabolical dic- 

tates of the fpirit of delufion: -herefies, 
‘curfings, and revilings. . 


From thefé hints on the Hight within, let 
me now proceed to touch upon the confef- 
fions required more efpecially from the fe- 
male part of their followers, preparatory to 
their receiving this zvward ‘light. Confef- 
fions generally taken at private meetings, 

and, in my humble opinion, falling little 
-fhort of the auricular confeffionsfo much 
ope in ‘the-Romifh church. Do not 

F mage 
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thefe examinations ferve to eftablifh the aus 

thority of the prieft; and often to expofe 
- weaknefles in families, and: particular: per- 

fons, which may be turned to the advané 

tage of defigning men ; and. will thefe: in- 

fpired priefts.anfwer for the purity and in= 

tegrity of all their lay teachers ? 

If they. eau 1 think they cannot, 
certainly this kind of confeffion is unwaz+ 
antable, and neither that, nor the: /ght 
within, were ever affumed by thofe cele= 
brated writers, and fuccefsful preachers, 
Tillotfon, : South, &c. whofe names will 
ftand on record, as. eminent ‘ornaments of 
the chriftian religion, when every fpecies of 
enthufiafa and error fhall.bé buried in obli- 
-vion. ; 

- Before I conclude thefe cutlery remarks 
-on the condué of thofe who:draw off-the 
vulgar from their attendance,on their parifh 
-minifters, let. me juft take! notice of the 
-afual behavicur of an enthufiaftic mob to~ 
; wards one. of their admired. preachers... No | 
fooner 
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fooner does he defeend, from the “pulpit; 
but the: pious converts’ prefs around :him ;' 
and, in fpite of ‘all’ oppofition, force their 
way to his facred perfon, happy if they can 
but touch the hem: of. his garment; “but 
happier ftill if they can: but condu@ him’ 
_amidft fighs and’ fobsto: the veftry, ’ and | 
there by turns'take a peep at this faint upon 
earth, or if favoured with accefs, feed his 
abundant vanity with the moft fulfome en- 
comiums on his great and unwearied atten- 
tion to’ the ‘concerns:of their precious fouls: 
How much ‘more’ like the ‘gofpel: humility 
would it ‘be-to fee one of thefe divines turn 
to the*attending croud; and tell them to go 
regularly to their feveral parifh churches, and 
bring “fufficient. proofs from thence of the 
inability: of ‘the minifters, (to whofe *care 
they are committed) to teach them the law 
andthe gofpel, and that till. then they 
fhould not affemble in fuch multitudes and 
fo far from their home, as if all the clergy 
of the eftablithed church were ignorant) or 
unwilling to teach them. This behaviour 
would be more like a chriftian prieft, than 
exort | afcending 
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attending: ‘the pulpit-to rail at their pie 
thren’; ‘and -by infinuating, that they neg- 
lectitheir duty, todraw. afide their. congre- 
gations, and engage: people: to contiibute to 
their private meetings and:afiemblies — I 
would gladly -hearof {uch an exhortation 
as. the- above,, it would thew more candor, . 
however; : Tam afraid, than would be con- 
fiftent with their intersfts 


Blois ie eels Tiras conclude, that 
thefe. men have no foundation from {crip- 
ture, reafon, or common humanity, to af- 
fert that all men gault die and. be:damned, 
who are not of their perfuafion, .or,: in 
other words,. who thaye not experienced 
the light within, much lefs to be fo blaf 
phemous' as.to fay, ‘ Hear jit from the - 
‘ mouth of the Lord,’ fuch expreffions are 
intolerable before a:mixed congregation of 
chriftians., If what 1 -have aid . fhould 
tempt any one to fearch -further into the 
ways of thefe men, if he will but ‘take’the 
pure unpolluted word of God, contained in 
the {criptures for his.guide, he will have 
more 
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more.and. more. reafon: to believe, that thofe 
preachers! are, not, the true: fervants', of: the 
mott high, God; _who: is long-fiiffering, and 
of ‘Bteat kindnefs, ewhd: doth halot = -rewatd 
mer after-their iniquities; nor punith them 
according toctheir-fins: s;whofe tender mer 
cies aré-overvallehis: works; whozis therede: 
{crtbed: tov be! an Gédvrof; ‘love, of -infimite 
compaffion, “an and ‘furpafiiing: mercy; Will 
fuch;d gratious) being plunge: us; ainto, the 
depths: -of defpair;! anids fentetice us toveter- 
nal damnation: for ddubting- in“ miatters ‘of 
faith? Or will hesdoomus tol utter! dark 
nefs for want of thedight within’ POh biime 
pious thought, how ‘contrary ‘thisi:torthe: 
amiable declarations!ofs metty delivered by 
his Son!: ‘He told a man-whd had only in” 
parti fulfilled: the: moral! law; ‘that “hé was 
not farifrom the: kingdom of heaven > how 
mild: is his\reproof to! Martha» whb;: as 
miftiels of the family; was’ not: -only. too 
bufy'i in. preparing any entertzinmhent! for him, 
but neglected attending: ‘om his idivine pres 
cepts, and wanted: ikbewrife: to take her fif- 
ter from her devotions, .© Martha! Mar- 
“ ie C ‘ tha! 
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© tha! fays he; thou'art:cumbered about ima= 
« ny things, but one thing is needful; Sc.’ 
Not, according to! the:prefent ‘practice of 
his: pretended difciples:in parallel cafes;:who 
fay to people of rank «and ‘fortune.!:*: Ye 
are bufy’ in preparing:!your’ entertain- 
© ments; &c. which makes! ye neglect the 
© words of life, yewill: go: tohel/; ye will 
§ die andibe. damned’ Examine candidly 
the preéepts and dottrines! preached by ‘our 
Saviour, and the lifewhe led:on eaith.: His 
whole: fermon: onthe mount {peaks the 
highieft-fpirit ‘of peace.and charity 3 and:'fo 
fariis he) from faying, ‘according to our mo= 
dernenthufiatts; good works is only. wathiig 
the‘outfide of the- platter; i (I ufe their :own 
words) that he feems to have’ made it his 
peculiar scare to eftablith the) nobleft-fyftem 
of marality-; and to conneé it with our 
very beings:as chriftians. .. View him‘ in ‘his 
life and. converfation, how :condefcénding ! 
how mild!. how benevolent! fee-him on 
every-occafion, exercifing his divine power, 
in. acts of mercy and compaffion, without 
re{pect of perfons, or perfuafions, rejecting 
the 
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the ‘pt ayers: toP\ neither * rich | ‘Alot poor, 
Jew nor Gentile, when’ iniplored- to rea’ 
lieve the bodily infirmities they laboured’ 
under, and, by the kindeft demonftrati- 
ons of love, convincing men of the ami- 
ablenefs of his: holy religion, and the great 
charitablenefs of its principles. ‘The ‘more 
you view this portrait of Chrift, the greater 

the unlikenefs appears between him a our 
- modern enthufiafts: Did he ever exalt his 
voice, and disfigure his features; with en- 
thufiaftic rage, to damn the greatett part of 
his audience? No: he very rarely exprefled 
himfelf in auftere terms; and if he did : 
was he not the Lord and giver of life? And 
were not his denunciations chiefly againtt 
thofé who had difputed his authority, mock- 
ed his precepts, and tempted the Holy-One | 
of Iftael? Did he appoint any one of his 
apoftles to lord it over his heritage, and re- 
vile his brethren ? No ; yet. his chofen mi- 
nifters were but twelve; in number, whereas 
{ truft in God, that he has now many hun- 
dreds in our eftablifhed churches, who both 
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by their lives and. dottrines fet forth bis true 
anion’, and yet have been charged 
with ignorance of chriftianity, and neglect 
of their duty, with a view of perverting the 
weak members of their. congregations, and. 
of turning them afide to hear the gofpel, 
inhumanly mangled, and cruelly mifinter- 
preted, to ferve the purpofes. of znteref? or 
ambition. . Give but.as diligent and unbiaf- 
fed an attention to your own reading of the 
‘ fcriptures, as you do to the falfe interpreta- 
tion of it, by thefe men, and you will foon 
find the great difparity between their lives 
and that of our Saviour, betwixt their doc- 
trines and_his, and when once you are con- 
vinced that there is no occafion for any ex- 
traordinary impulfes, or fallacious light 
within, to enable you to practife the great 
truths of the gofpel, and that a modeft ufe 
of your reafon, joined to a pious difpofition 
to believe the facred myfteries of our holy 
religion as confonant to that reafon, is all 
the light within, that is required of you; 
you will then ferioufly and devoutly attend 
on 
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_ Off your parochial minifters, 


me 4 i ae a, eae 
and be every 
day more and more convinced of their abi- 
good chriftianss and ufeful members of fo- 
ciety: to their care I tecommend you, and 
heartily with you may regard the advice 
given you, as flowing from a heatt warmed. 
with a fincere love of mankind, and willing 
to diftinguith true religion from fanaticifn, 
and error, to oppofe the amiable dotrines 


lity, integrity, and induftry to make you 


_ of univerfal love, and charity, to the churlifh 
- tenets of enthufiafin, 


and to recommend 
unity among chriftians from a view of the 
unamiablenefs of diffention, May the good- 


nefs of the intention anfwer for the deficien- ~ 


cies of the execution; and thefe remarks » 
experience that chriftian charity, they were 
defigned to promote, 


AP PEN. 


TA HE author of this pamphlet is glad. 
W to find, that this little piece has pro= 
ced at leaft a change of expreflion in Mrs 


Romiaitie ;‘ for in his difeourfes 3 printed,. 


. preface, where he calls me. his bitter enemy 
and open perfecutor, for. endeavouring to in- 
- fpiré hinr with univerfal love and charity 
towards mankind in general; and: for his 
rejoicing under the mildeft correction: 


appeal to his behaviour to thofe, whom he’ 


has ‘grofly miftaken for the author of this 
» pamphlet. ‘The being warmand ill-natured 


“under reproof in one page; and profeffing’ . 
to’ rejoice under it in another, muft be either ~ 


felf-contradiction arifing from negligence, 


__ “6t open ‘hypocryly; which ‘ever pretends to 


be ——— whatiit 1s nome” 
r tia hin! of Fees 
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even rejoice underthem 5--fince how pati= ~ 
ently he bears reproof, may, .be: feen in hig 
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